North West Surgical Collaborative Meeting
23rd April 2014

Venue: Nightingale Centre, UHSM.

Chair – Jennifer Smith (JS)

Attendees:

Jennifer Smith, Michael Gill, Peter Coe, Nick Heywood, Jane Hughes, Hema Sekhar, Pete Charleston, Cleona Kirwan, Lyndsay Pearce, Paul Barrow, Katy Newton

Apologies:

Natasha Charlwood, Ashley Scrimshaw, Adam Rees, Rae Brindle, Rebecca Fish, Stella Smith, Laura Hancock, Claire Hall, Nick Greaves, Sree Rajan, Peter Yiannoullou, Patrizia Capozzi, James Nicholson, Julia Martin, Lorna Ewan, Josh Lodhi.
Corrections to minutes of last meeting

Minutes accepted.

Agenda:

1. North West Surgical Trials Centre Meeting
2. National Audit

3. Regional Audits

a. Consent Audit

b. DVT Audit

c. Splenic Trauma Study

d. Sigmoid Volvulus Study
e. C Diff and Ileostomy Study

f. Hernia and prostatectomy questionnaire

g. PPAC

4. Future Chairperson

5. AOB

North West Surgical Trials Centre Meeting

Nick Heywood met with the North West Surgical Trials Centre and discussed collaboration between the collaborative and the NWSTC.

There is potentially funding for a member of the collaborative to undertake some research methodology training with the unit, possibly as an OOP placement. This could be either a day per week, or for a month - 3 months at a time. It would be expected that trainees would work towards setting up a joint research project during this time, as well as gaining key research methodology skills.

The collaborative felt that to be appealing, trainees would have to get a formal qualification at the end of such a period.

The NWSTC also expressed a wish that there was links between ours and their websites and trainees registered on their website. They would like a joint meeting between NWRC, NWSTC and the Mersey collaborative.

It was raised that the NWRC would hope that there could be a process for applying for funding to the NWSTC to allow trainees to present research work.

On 19th May, Professor Norman Williams, President of the RCSEng, will be visiting the NWSTC. Registration for the event is on the royal college website.
National Audit

JS gave an update on the national audit. This is being carried out by the Yorkshire Deanery on diverticulitis and its management. At present, 1 hospital in the region is registered to collect data. There needs to be at least 3 hospitals in the deanery, with each collecting a minimum of 15 patients over a 3 month period. There is a limit as to the number of registrars who can collect data – 3 per hospital, with each collecting at least 10 patients.

JS will distribute the most recent information for any interested groups.

Regional Audits

Consent Audit

Peter Coe has developed a protocol looking at consent accuracy and completeness for laparoscopic cholecystectomies. After discussion, the study will form 2 parts:

· what surgeons actually document on the consent form

· what they think they should write on a hypothetical consent form

The CholeS study will be used for the retrospective part.

DVT Study

This is set up and running in some areas.

Splenic Trauma

This will involve a questionnaire looking at local provision and attitudes to the management of splenic trauma. This will be sent to A&E staff, radiologists, and surgeons.

There will then be a review of outcomes of interventional radiological treatments, hopefully using TARN data.
Sigmoid Volvulus Study

The proforma for this is currently under development.
C Diff and Ileostomy Study

Data collection in 4 trusts is being currently carried out. It is likely that the high rate seen in Tameside going to be an outlier. We therefore are planning to look at the actual rate of C Diff in Ileostomy reversal patients, and look at the outcomes of those who did develop C Diff.
Hernia and prostatectomy questionnaire 
This is currently in development.

PPAC

The study is progressing well, with 50 patients now recruited for the study.

Future Chairperson

JS announced that she will be stepping down as chairperson as she completes her training. She hopes that the new chairperson will start in Oct – Dec 2014. 
AOB

There was no other business.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 4th June 2014.

